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Thank you for joining us to celebrate theatre royalty, iconic personalities, and off-stage friends; Mary
Martin & Ethel Merman! We (Meredith and Sarah) are such fans and continually in awe of how many
pivotal characters were created by our favorite leading ladies of musical theater. Having both played
roles created by Ethel and Mary, and as close friends ourselves, we sought to create a work that
played to our strengths, and, frankly, allowed us to work together. We assumed a simple mission, but
what we uncovered was so much deeper and even more exciting! What a glorious surprise to
discover Ethel and Mary's decades-long friendship, the support, the mutual respect, and the many
concert performances the two of them shared. Though not an exact recreation- our show is deeply
inspired by a particular evening in the theater vaults that is known as a "lost concert." May 15th,
1977- Ethel and Mary took the stage for a one-night only concert fundraiser filled with their greatest
songs, loads of storytelling, and an epic duet from the very first time they worked together as the
headliners of Ford Motor Company's 50th Anniversary Television Special.

This project has been a labor of love since our first stages of development in 2016. The material
for our show seemed to write itself, but what couldn't write itself was the music. It was of vital
importance to us to recreate this infamous Fords Anniversary duet from 1953 if we were truly
looking to honor Ethel and Mary's performances "together." We encountered a major stumbling
block- the sheet music did not exist. Channeling the can-do spirit of Ethel and Mary, we decided to
take on the challenge of creating it ourselves! Over the course of a few years, and with "a little help
from our friends" this fabulous duet exists again, and we are honored to share it with audiences.

We hope our show will bring back joyful memories - Maybe the first time you saw Mary Martin fly
as Peter Pan or heard that famous Ethel Merman belt, but we also hope you experience the
delight of learning something new about these very real women as we share stories of who they
were "off" the stage. Their work ethic, dedication to their fans, and trailblazing approach to their
careers is truly inspiring. They understood that it really is a business of show, and chose friendship
in an industry that would have much preferred a feud. With this piece, we aim to honor Ethel and
Mary as people and performers, and we are thrilled to be a part of sharing their legacy.

~ Meredith and Sarah
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Together Off=-Broadway
Merman & Martin

Created and Performed by Sarah J. Gafgen and Meredith Beck

Directed by: Tony Braithwaite
Pianist Michael Medvidik

July 5, 2026 - July 10, 2026
The Otto and Phoebe Haas Stage

Artistic Producing Director Board Operator Run Crew
Roy Steinberg Micah Brandt Hale Imani Makasa
Brendan Bradley

Chief Operating Officer Outreach Coordinator

Wendy Collins Kylie Emmens Box Office Staff
Tracy Aungst
Marketing Director Artistic Associate Emily Pruna
Denise Shutter Chris Dolman

Time & Place: May 15, 1977 - TV Studio for Ford Motor Company's 50th Anniversary Special

Produced by Live Entertainment

We salute our board members for all of their work on behalf of Cape May Stage. Thank you!

Leslie Martel (Board President), Irene Darocha (Secretary), Joe Anania (Treasurer)

Vice Presidents: Grete Greenacre, Ken Kirby, Lynn Martenstein

Trustees:
Wendy Collins, Vince DeGiaimo, David Green, Gerald Hathaway, Elizabeth Hulitt,
Stephen Miller, Bonnie Pontin, Cheryl Spaulding, Roy Steinberg, Janis Washington White,
Kathleen Wilkinson, Marvin Zektzer

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of photographs,
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. All electronic devices such as beepers,
tablets, cell phones, and watch alarms must be turned off prior to the performance.
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Cape May Stage applauds all of our 2026 Producers Circle
members. Thank you for making this season possible!

Joe & Jan Anania

Tracey Aungst & Gerald Aungst

Sandra Baldino
Kay & John Behmke
John & Lisa Boecker
WJ "Brad" Bradhering
Matt Brown & Patti Schuhl
Tom & Sue Carroll
Ronnie & Barry Cohen

Irene Darocha & Michael Picariello
Vincent & Denise DeGiaimo

Joan & Jack Dempsey
Gail & Craig Fitz
Tanice & Dudley Fitzpatrick
Grete & Martyn Greenacre
Kate & Gerald Hathaway
Wendy & Steven Hess
Larry & Miriam Hirsch
Elizabeth & Robert Hulitt

Victor Keen & Jeanne Ruddy

William & Barbara Killeen
Eunice & David King
Ken & Elaine Kirby
William & Patti Klimashousky

Becky Kriebel
Mark & Pam Kulkowitz
Kit & BJ Marlowe
Leslie & Myles Martel
Lynn Martenstein & Jorg Pawlik
Matthew & Rose McElwee
Jim & Jeannie Morris
David & Catherine Nevins
Laurie & John Orem
Christine Petrik & David Green
Bonnie & Lance Pontin
Sue Priester
Catherine Rein
Jane Robinson
Janet & Marvin Rosen
John & Carla Schaeffer
George & Theresa Schu
Mark Seltzer & Angie Segal
Patti & Stephen Steinour
Susan & Steve Teitelman
Jeanne & Jim Testa
Chris & Rose Traficante
Kathleen & Tom Wilkinson
Marvin & Lee Zektzer

Legacy Gyt

This past winter, the original front doors of the Robert
Shackleton Playhouse were refurbished and updated to meet
modern-day safety codes. Thanks to Bonnie and Lance
Pontin for making a Legacy Gift in support of this project.
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| Bmli in 1853, this building has slood asa
| place of }:,'lﬂlt.l‘lnﬂ These front doors haye |
| longopened to welcome the community
-+ — refurbished and updated in-2026 to

“*"honor that history and to ensure the
safety of all who enter.

|
i Madn possible through the generosity of - |
" BONNIE AND LANCE PONTIN :




Meredith Beck (Mary Martin)

Meredith Beck is a Philadelphia based theatre artist last seen in
Cape May Stage's production of Vanities! She has worked with
The Walnut Street Theatre, Bucks County Playhouse, Bristol
Riverside Theatre, Act Il Playhouse, The REV, & Media Theatre
among others. Recent credits include Ann Margret (ELVIS), Lily
St. Regis (Annie), Nellie Forbush (South Pacific), and, of course,
representing the legendary Mary Martin alongside her real life
Ethel Merman, Sarah Gafgen in Together Off-Broadway! Meredith
is thrilled to continue to share the stories of women who were
incredibly talented, wonderful friends, and radiant human beings.
Love to John. BFA Ithaca College www.meredithbeck.com

Sarah J. Gafgen (Ethel Merman)

Sarah J. Gafgen is a Philadelphia based theatre artist who has

= worked with The Walnut Street Theatre, Bristol Riverside Theatre,

~ Act Il Playhouse, Hedgerow Theatre, and Montgomery Theatre
among others. In addition to creating this show and representing
Ethel Merman alongside her longtime friends, Meredith and
. Michael, some favorite roles have been Annie Oakley (Annie Get
Your Gun), Emma Goldman (Ragtime), and Edith (Pirates of
Penzance), among others. Sarah loves delivering joy with Classic
Singing Telegram and The Live Entertainment Co. Proud member
of the Actor's Equity Association. Love to Carl, Anastasia and
Oliver who make everyday a joy. www.sarahjgafgen.com

Michael Medvidik (Pianist)

Michael Medvidik is a Philadelphia-area performer,
composer/arranger, and music educator with over 20 years of
experience. He has served as music director for numerous
musical theater productions throughout the tri-state area. While
| living in Ohio, he was the Assistant Artistic Director of the
Columbus Gay Men's Chorus. He thanks Meredith and Sarah for
the opportunity to collaborate again, along with his family for their
continued support and his husband Paul for being there every
step of the way.
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A Warm & Witty
ROMANTIC & Kelly Younger

Directed by: Josh lacovelli
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“A delightful surprise — funny, touching, aind full of heart.”
~ Chicago Tribune ~
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What Makes Us Truly Human? @l A Merry & Musical Whodunit @8 Stories from the Front Lines

Sept.9-0Oct. 18 Nov.18-Dec.27 THREE SHOWS ONLY!

™\ Make itaDateNight!

Enjoy an early discounted dinner at one of
| Cape May’s finest restaurants and
W) receive a code for specially priced

\K UL/ $35 tickets to see a play at Cape May Stage.

Scan the code to see special menus from each participating restaurant.

Elevate yvour evening with dinner and live theater.

The Robert Shackleton Playhouse ~ 405 Lafayette Street, Cape May

CAPEMAYSTAGE.ORG 609-770-83llI



