
Cape May Stage Young Playwrights Awards Scoring Rubric 
Total Possible Score: 50 Points 

Category Excellent  
(10-9 pts) 

Good  
(8-7 pts) 

Fair 
(6-5 pts) 

Needs 
Improvement 

(4-1 pts) 
Score 

Originality & 
Creativity 

The play 
presents a 
highly original 
concept with 
fresh ideas 
and a unique 
perspective. 

The play is 
creative with 
some original 
elements but 
may include 
familiar 
themes. 

The play shows 
some creativity 
but relies on 
predictable or 
overused ideas. 

The play lacks 
originality and 
does not bring 
a fresh 
perspective. 

___/10 

Story 
Structure & 
Pacing 

The play has 
a clear 
beginning, 
middle, and 
end, with 
excellent 
pacing and 
engaging 
transitions. 

The play has a 
solid structure 
but may have 
minor pacing 
issues or slight 
structural 
weaknesses. 

The story has 
structural 
inconsistencies or 
pacing issues that 
affect clarity. 

The play lacks 
a clear 
structure, 
making it hard 
to follow. 

___/10 

Character 
Development 
& Dialogue 

Characters 
are well-
developed 
with distinct 
voices and 
engaging 
dialogue that 
feels natural. 

Characters are 
interesting but 
may lack 
depth or 
consistency in 
dialogue. 

Characters are 
somewhat 
underdeveloped, 
and dialogue may 
feel unnatural or 
forced. 

Characters are 
flat, and 
dialogue does 
not effectively 
support the 
story. 

___/10 

Theme & 
Emotional 
Impact 

The play 
presents a 
meaningful 
theme, 
effectively 
evoking 
emotion and 
engagement. 

The theme is 
clear but may 
not be deeply 
explored or 
emotionally 
impactful. 

The theme is 
present but lacks 
depth or 
connection to the 
audience. 

The theme is 
unclear or 
weak, with little 
emotional 
impact. 

___/10 

Stage-
worthiness & 
Production 
Feasibility 

The play is 
well-suited for 
staging, with 
clear stage 
directions and 
a feasible 
production 
design. 

The play is 
stageable with 
some 
challenges but 
generally 
practical. 

The play may be 
difficult to stage 
due to unclear 
directions or 
complex 
requirements. 

The play lacks 
stage 
feasibility, 
making 
production 
unrealistic. 

___/10 

Final Score: ___ / 50 

 


